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Synopsis

Yookoso! An Invitation to Contemporary Japanese is the first volume of a two-volume series for
beginning Japanese courses. Based on modern principles of second-language acquisition, it was
the first beginning Japanese text to integrate the teaching of all four language skills (listening,
speaking, reading, and writing) and offer a full complement of ancillary materials. In this text,
grammar is treated as a tool for developing the ability to communicate in Japanese, rather than as a
focal point. The rich illustration program--including photographs, line drawings, and realia--provides

an attractive context for language learning.
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Customer Reviews

If you’re planning to self study, | don’t recommend this book. Its best with a teacher going with you
explaining things. Although the book did help me learn Japanese initially, | do wonder if more stories
or something would help engage me even more. | can’t compare it to other beginner books, but do
be aware that this series is considered one of the best three, at least academically.Also, just a
general note of Yookoso! series overall - | think its a generally fine book, but the later books (level 3
and up) rapidly pile on the kanji, and its hard to remember with so many thrown at you. | also think
the series fails at reinforcing old grammars and vocab as they are sometimes rarely brought up

again after their introduced chapter.

This workbook, though it may seem expensive, is a great purchase. The pages and print are of



amazing quality, and it's a hardcover book. | have been able to successfully take notes in the book
in pencil, and not smudge or dull the print when | erase it. This is obviously beneficial to those who
keep their books for later revision, and to those who are looking to resell them in the future. Also,
this is one of the easiest language learning book | have used. Their are many pictures to show
actions, or for relation to time or place. Also, This book very quickly but carefully brings you to
fluently read Hiragana and Katakana. My Instructor also mentioned, "This Yookoso! text book is
used for Japanese "A" and "B" ( 1st year, 2nd year)." So this book will last you TWO CLASSES, not
just one. If you would like an amazing dictionary selection to go along with your text and work book,
| recommend "Kudansha’s Furigana Japanese Dictionary". It will also last you many years and is of

great quality.

If you are just getting started learning Japanese, you WILL NEED supplementary material to go
along with the textbook and workbook! Unless you are taking a class that REQUIRES this particular
book, do yourself a favor and find something else. The book has a confusing set-up, and does NOT
provide enough background information for a beginner to make sense of the activities. There will be
sections instructing you to "learn this Kanji!" that do not give the definitions of what those kaniji
mean, or how they are pronounced, or any other information. Unless you already know a fair bit of

the language and are just refreshing, this book will probably make little to no sense to you.

| purchased this textbook for my Japanese course, | need the book and the bind-in card. However, |

did not receive the bind-in card.

one of the greatest way to learn Japanese. It tells you with details all the things you need to know

about the language and culture.

It is easy understand and read and is very helpful

| took Japanese 1 using the Genki series, which | found to be much more comprehensive and easy
to study from, with quick references to the lesson content in each chapter introduction, and the kaniji
learned in the corresponding sections in the back pages.I'm now in Japanese 2, and we’re using
Yookoso. Yookoso isn’t nearly as nicely laid out, and does not work well for studying from. The

workbook is actually necessary in order to get a good study session out of the series.



The book was in good condition. It has a little scribbling inside, but nothing you can”t work with. This

book saved my life in my Japanese class.
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